Pretty and proper style is about decorating once... for
a lifetime. It is about the creation of timeless, tailored
interiors rooted firmly in English tradition. The rules of
this style are like a secret code that has been whispered
from mother to daughter over generations.

These

secrets have always been inherited – until now!
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Classic Design
“For those who admire taste and style, Holly Holden has it all.
I would follow her advice every time.”
– Leonard Lauder
Chairman Emeritus, The Estée Lauder Companies

“Holly Holden demystifies decoration. She shares her secrets
with us so that we can confidently surround ourselves with
timeless beauty and elegance.”
– Dr. Douglas K. S. Hyland
Director, New Britain Museum of American Art

“Holly’s auction advice is flawless. This is a must-read design
manifesto for one of the most important rooms in your house.
The ease and comfort of her writing are second only to her sense
of style.”
– Nicholas D. Lowry
President, Swann Auction Galleries, New York
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“Absolutely brilliant! Holly’s instincts
are true to form. This book is the
timeless recipe for worldly elegance.”
– Baroness Marion von Linsingen
Oberursel, Germany
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“Classic interior design,
like good manners,
never goes out of style.”
-Holly Holden

Pretty and proper has a language
all its own. Expert interior
designer Holly Holden reveals
the secret code of how to create
a classic living room as she
guides you through the subtle
nuances… and the no-no’s to
know!

“Enjoyable to read, witty, and beautifully illustrated, this book is
a quintessential guide to the components in a classic interior.”
– Stephen F. Brauer
Former U.S. Ambassador to Belgium
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Holly Holden is an ASID Allied Member
who has been designing classic,
old-school interiors for more than
twenty-five years. Her interior design
firm, Holly Holden & Company, Ltd.,
has served clients across the United
States and internationally. Her work
has been presented on the HGTV
network, in national magazines, and in
several prestigious Show Houses. Her
graceful, genteel style, with its timeless
understatement, was also showcased
in The Great Houses of New England
(Rizzoli, 2008), which featured her
home, Fox Hall (c. 1803). The gardens
at Fox Hall were recently documented
for the Smithsonian Archives of
American Gardens. A mother of three,
she currently resides at Fox Hall in
Connecticut with her husband, Stuart.
Her favorite color is pink.
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Old-school secrets for timeless elegance
and… the no-no’s to know!
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Charming and stately rooms are
easily recognizable, but putting
one together can be a complex
challenge. This handbook is
your simple recipe for creating
an authentic, well-appointed
living room. Through extensive
examples, detailed photographs,
and time-tested advice, you will
learn which items to collect,
how to display them, and what
not to do. Now you can create
your very own pretty and proper
living room: a refined space that
is grand, unpretentious, and
unforgettably inviting.

